
Year 5/6: Online Safety



• What our children are doing online

• YouTube

• Harmful Content

• PEGI ratings

• What you can do

• Useful tools and information



• The Internet is good!

• The UK is one of the safest places to be online.

• Typically how much time do you spend looking at a 

screen each day?

• Be pragmatic and realistic – this is their world
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What are our children doing online ? 





• 1 billion users

• Owned by Google

• Over 400 hours of content uploaded to YouTube every 
minute

• Age restriction: 13 years +



What are they searching for?





52% of people [adults] who have seen horror movies say that they have 

obsessions lead to sleep or eating disorders, as well as increased feelings of anxiety.

After being exposed to these horror contents, your child is more likely to experience negative 

effects such as:

• Difficulty sleeping

• Having nightmares

• Fear of the dark, anxiety

• Increased feelings of vulnerability

• Increased vulnerability to potential concerns.



UK statistics say half of children have 

seen harmful content online

• Self-harm

• Pro-anorexia messaging

• Suicide

• Pornography

45% of children aged eight to 17 have seen material 

they felt was inappropriate or made them worried or 

upset, though half of them did not report it.

Harmful content



Children were most likely to report having experienced anonymous trolling, which 

was most prevalent on Twitter and Facebook. 

Sexualised and violent or gory content was the next most frequently seen, 

“occurring with highest prevalence on TikTok and YouTube respectively”, the report 

said.

The survey, which polled 2,005 children aged eight to 17 and their parents, found 

that children who are eligible for free school meals were significantly more likely 

to see every type of harmful content (54% v 40% of non-FSM children). 

Overall, boys were more likely to see it than girls.

Harmful content



Extremist Content

Messages given by Andrew Tate include:

• Women belong in the home, can’t drive, and are a man’s property.

• Rape victims must “bear responsibility” for their attacks.

• It’s OK to hit and choke women, ‘trash’ their belongings and stop them from 

going out.

“It’s bang out the machete, boom in her face and grip her 

by the neck. Shut up bitch.” 

Tate’s views have been described as extreme misogyny by domestic abuse 

charities, capable of radicalising men and boys to commit harm offline.

Conversations with some of our Y6 boys confirm that they idolize this man.





Restricted mode: 

• additional setting which restricts the availability of potentially mature or objectionable content.

• It uses algorithms, or rules, determine what content might be considered inappropriate by checking different 

elements such as the title, language and metadata used in each video. Metadata refers to information about the 

video such as the upload date, creator, video description, and tagged keywords.

Restricted Mode can be turned on by:

• Going to the account icon in the top right corner on the YouTube site or app.

• Toggling Restricted Mode to the ‘on’ option.

• Restricted Mode works at a browser level, so if you choose to use it you will need to turn it on in each browser 

installed on your device (Google Chrome, Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, Safari, etc.)



Online Spending

“It’s fine. My Mum’s credit card info is in. I can buy what I want whenever I want.”



Disturbing Content

• A character chops up human victims then turns them into dog food.

• Full-frontal male nudity

• Running over people

• Sex-workers being killed – players choose weapon from selection

• Scenes of torture

• Animals are present, including dogs, cats, chickens, birds, cows, etc

and they can all be killed in the same ways as humans.

• Violence (mild-moderate blood splatter):  You can break your 

victim's knees with a wrench, pull one of his teeth out, waterboard 

him, and hook cables up to his nipples to electrocute him. This is 

required to do and is very sadistic and disturbing.



Disturbing Content

• Frequent amounts of strong graphic sci-fi violence

• Frequent swearing - 'F-ck' is used frequently in the campaign and 

zombies modes

• men inside a hospital getting injected with some sort of drug (Most 

likely morphine)

• Frequent references to and videos of drinking (alcohol) and 

smoking

• ‘Zombie mode’ is intense and frightening (With the graphic content 

disabled, it can be fine for 14+)



“Let’s Play” Videos

• There’s plenty to learn from others: Upskilling is a big reason why kids like watching 

others, especially seasoned gaming experts, play video games. By observing more 

skilled players, like gaming YouTubers, newbie gamers pick up tips and tricks that they 

can apply to their own gameplay.

• Trying out new games: Some video games are expensive or are rated for older 

audiences, so watching others play games that are new or out of reach gives kids the 

opportunity to “test drive” a game before committing to making a purchase.



“Let’s Play” Videos

• Building social connections: Viewing something together is inherently social, and 

watching others play video games on platforms like Twitch or YouTube lets kids connect 

with others who have shared interests and have the chance to discuss the games they are 

watching.

• Creating a sense of community: Many online video games are multiplayer and require 

collaboration and teamwork to succeed. Watching other gamers work together to 

achieve success as a team can help build community and a sense of belonging.

• It’s fun and entertaining: Simply put, watching others play video games is entertaining 

and engaging, especially if the players are skilled, funny, and have big personalities. 

Kids enjoy the thrill of watching their favorite gaming YouTubers or Twitch streamers play 

games they love and succeed in challenging tasks.



What can you do?



What can you do?



What can you do?



What can you do?



Why PEGI?

Whatsapp
PEGI: 3

Meetme
PEGI: 18

Snapchat
PEGI: 13+

Instagram
PEGI: 13

TikTok
PEGI: 13

13+ for an account



Deep dive into 
PEGI

AGE RATING: PEGI 3

While the age rating for the app is 
set at 3 years or older, we would 

have serious reservations 
about Children under the age of 13 

using this App due to 
Cyberbullying, Online Exploitation, 

and Data Privacy to name but a 
few of our concerns.
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https://childrenofthedigitalage.org/tag/children/


Why PEGI?
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Dealing with 
people

• Block others 

• Leave group

• Tell them what you think

• Have a break

• Speak to an adult

• Keep group chats small, with 
trusted people
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What can you do?

REGULARLY MONITOR DEVICES

NEVER remove their device when they’ve 
seen something that wasn’t their fault. 

TALK TALK TALK



What can you do?



Parental Controls



Parental Controls



https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls

Parental Controls

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls


https://saferinternet.org.uk



https://meersbrookbank.sharepoint.com/Sites/SLT/Safeguarding/Online%20Safety/Digital%20Plan.pdf








https://reportharmfulcontent.online/advice/


Thanks for listening.


